
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name: Paul Kleist 
  
Age: 35 
 
Hometown:  Pittsburgh, PA, USA 
 
Current City: London 
 
Current Employer: Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton, LLP 
 
Education: Duke University (BA), New York University (JD) 
 
How did you get involved in international arbitration? After law school, I began my legal career as 
a capital markets lawyer in London.  I loved London, and working on international deals – involving lots 
of travel and meeting people from new places –  but missed the litigation-related research and writing 
I had enjoyed in law school.  I returned to the U.S. to clerk for a judge and from there joined Cleary 
Gottlieb as a litigation associate in New York.  I was staffed on an arbitration matter within my first six 
months at the firm and was immediately hooked – arbitration combined the international elements of 
capital markets I had enjoyed with the substantive work (reading cases, drafting arguments) I knew I 
wanted to do. 
 
What is your favourite virtue?  Honesty.  It’s a fundamental part of being a lawyer! 
 
What are your favourite qualities in another person?  Intelligence and curiosity. 
 
What is your chief characteristic?  Detail-oriented.   
 
What is your main fault?  Being detail-oriented means that I am sometimes a slow, deliberate writer.  
This can be a drawback when drafting a several hundred-page memorial! 
 
What is your favourite occupation?  Historian. 
 
What is your idea of happiness?  A day at the beach in Greece with my wife and daughter, who at 9 
months old already seems to love swimming. 
 
What is your idea of misery?  Being stuck in line at the airport with a flood of urgent e-mails to tackle, 
but bad service! 
 
If not yourself, who would you be?  A historian buried in the library stacks somewhere.  I haven’t 
quite figured out what era I would focus on, though – Tudor Britain?  The American Civil War? 
  
Where would you like to live?  London is my favorite city, and I’m happy there!  But sometimes I miss 
New York, and I have family in California, as well… 
 
Who is your favourite prose author?  Roald Dahl.  In addition to his children’s classics, he wrote 
short stories for adults, which are delightfully weird. 
 
Who is your favourite hero/heroine in fiction?  Aragorn (a nerdy pick, I know).   
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Who is your hero in real life?  My parents. 
 
What historical person do you most dislike?  Too many dictators to pick from. 
 
What is your favourite name?  Elektra. 
 
What do you hate the most?  Unreasonable disclosure requests.  (OK, that’s probably not the thing I 
hate the most, but it’s up there.) 
 
What is your natural talent?  I have a photographic memory, but only for the roster of the late 
1990s/early 2000s Pittsburgh Penguins ice hockey team.  Unfortunately this talent doesn’t come in 
handy very often. 
 
What is your favourite arbitration-related decision? Enka Insaat Ve Sanayi AS v OOO Insurance 
Company Chubb.  The U.K. Supreme Court decision helpfully sets out the framework for determining 
the governing law of an arbitration agreement, clarifying what had been a confusing area of the law. 
 
Who is your favourite arbitrator?  The unidentified arbitrator in an anonymized ICC award from the 
1980s, which I relied on in a recent case in support of a key argument. 
 
Who is your mentor?  Judge Patty Shwartz of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, for whom 
I clerked. 
 
What is your motto?  I’m not sure that I have a motto – something I need to work on developing!  
 
What do you hope to contribute to Young ICCA as Events co-director?  During the COVID 
pandemic, Young ICCA transitioned from holding most events in person to holding all events online, 
out of necessity.  Holding events online allows more people to attend, promoting inclusion and allowing 
students and young practitioners from different parts of the world to meet each other.  But in-person 
events are important, too – it is easier to network and forge meaningful relationships in-person than 
online, even if the audience for in-person events is likely to be more limited.   
 
As Events co-director, I look forward to helping the Young ICCA team strike the right balance between 
online and in-person events post-COVID.  I also think that in addition to practical workshops, which are 
incredibly valuable, we could consider expanding the scope of Young ICCA events programming to 
provide students and young practitioners with a platform to address “hot topics” in international 
arbitration, in the form of round table discussions and/or debates involving both Young ICCA members 
and more experienced arbitration lawyers.  One topic I have been thinking a lot about lately is efficiency 
in international arbitration, and specifically the recent development of summary dismissal and expedited 
procedure provisions in the rules of many leading arbitral institutions.  I would love to hear from others 
whether they have experience using these provisions, and could envision an event centered on how 
these provisions could potentially impact arbitration proceedings going forward, the pros and cons of 
using them and emerging best practices.  


