
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Name: Peter Rižnik 
  
Age: 37 
 
Hometown: Dravograd, Slovenia 
 
Current City: Vienna, Austria 
 
Current Employer: Konrad Partners, Vienna 
 
Education: Law Degree, University of Maribor; PhD 
Degree (ongoing), University of Vienna 
 
 

How did you get involved in international arbitration? I did the Vis Moot ages ago and an 
UNCITRAL internship a bit afterwards. Then I was invited to contribute to the modernization of the 
Ljubljana Arbitration Centre and shortly thereafter started working as tribunal secretary. 
But my very first contact with arbitration was when I took the international arbitration course at the 
University of Zurich. It was called Internationale Wirtschaftsschiedsgerichtsbarkeit and was very 
popular among the foreign students as it contained the longest word in the course catalogue J. 
 
What is your favourite virtue? Honesty. 
 
What are your favourite qualities in another person? I like fun people who are good at heart. I have 
met plenty of those through Young ICCA. 
 
What is your chief characteristic? I’m called “Happy Peter” at the office, I guess I smile a lotJ. 
 
What is your main fault? I’m a bit lazy sometimes. 
 
What is your favourite occupation? I’ve always wanted to fly airplanes – I used to fly gliders, but one 
can’t really do that for a living. So I guess arbitrator will have to do. 
 
What is your idea of happiness? A hike in the nature with my nephew. 
 
What is your idea of misery? Formatting issues in a Redfern Schedule. 
 
If not yourself, who would you be? My cat has quite a chill life.  
  
Where would you like to live? In a mountain hut. It would make for a difficult commute though so I 
guess the outskirts of Vienna are an okay compromise. 
 
Who is your favourite prose author? Nice try, Marcel ProustJ. If I have to choose a single one I 
guess I’d go with Dostoyevsky. 
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Who is your favourite hero/heroine in fiction? I have an idea for a comic about a superhero called 
Captain Arbitration, which would not be nerdy at all. I promise to post the first episode on my LinkedIn 
profile soon. 
 
Who is your hero in real life? My parents. 
 
What historical person do you most dislike? Unfortunately, history has given us plenty of people to 
chose from but maybe I’d go with Vlad Țepeș (🧛). 
 
What is your favourite name? Linda 
 
What do you hate the most? QuestionnairesJ. And global warming. Not in that order. 
 
What is your natural talent? I am a hobby musician, although I don’t really play much lately. I got 
kicked out of my last (metal) band because I was skipping too many band practice evenings which I 
spent in the office during a particularly “procedure intense” case I was working on as counsel. 
 
What is your favourite arbitration-related decision? There are plenty (mostly inter-State) that have 
prevented armed conflict. Maybe the Alabama arbitration would be a good example. I recommend the 
book Arbitrating for Peace if you want to know more about the topic. 
 
Who is your favourite arbitrator? Gabrielle Kaufmann-Kohler 
 
Who is your mentor? Jernej Sekolec 
 
What is your motto? Admissibility of claims is not the same as jurisdiction! 
 
What do you hope to contribute to Young ICCA as co-chair? Young ICCA has been the first “young” 
organization to provide training opportunities for young practitioners truly globally. That said, there is 
still a lot of room for improvement in particular in geographical inclusiveness in arbitration and Young 
ICCA, with its four pillars and its vast network, is in a unique position to help. I think we can reach even 
more people throughout the world, in particular in less arbitration savvy regions, to share the Young 
ICCA and ICCA know-how, improve diversity in arbitration and promote arbitration as a peaceful way 
to resolve disputes. 


